
Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32


There are three players in this parable, but the major character is the 
___________________ .


Throughout this story, the father regards his love for his sons higher 
than his _____________________ in the community.


What is really happening here is the most painful thing a human can 
endure:                                                  .


The younger son hit rock bottom; but that is good, solid ground for God to begin to rebuild your 
life. There is a required ingredient: ______________________ . 


Younger brother: “I’ve sinned - I will make it up to you.”  He didn’t understand the father’s heart.

Older brother: “I have never disobeyed you. You owe me.” He didn’t understand the father’s heart.


Jesus turned everything upside down in this parable.

Is your concept of ________ wrong? — there are two sons, one very good, one very bad, but both 
alienated from the fathers heart - neither truly knows the father.  One had to repent from obvious 
sins; the other from perceived righteousness.


Is your concept of _________ wrong? — Jesus Christ shows us a Father unlike any other: 
generous, sacrificing, emotionally engaged, initiating love, enduring rejected love, willing to do 
anything to restore relationships.


Is your concept of ________________ wrong?


How can we be saved? In this story, Jesus says we need three things 

1) The ___________________ love of the father.

2) Repent of __________ and repent of ________________________ .

3) _____________________ to what it cost God to bring you home.


Fill-ins:  
(father, reputation, rejected love, repentance, sin, God, salvation, initiating, sins, righteousness, respond) 

The Parable of the Lost Sons 
Mark Medley 
2.16.20

We make great 
efforts and take 

great risks to 
find what is 

valuable to us.



What kind of child are you?


Younger brother — on the road of rebellion; loving your sin and freedom. You may think that “the 
problem with the world is hypocrites in the church”. Yet you are left unfulfilled and broken by your 
sinful decisions. It is hard for you to imagine the response of love that the father will have toward 
you should you repent and come to Him. Your shame will not allow you to run into his arms. But 
He will run to you. Ask God for the courage to lay your sinful, self-centered life down at Jesus’ 
feet. 


Older brother — on the road of religion; a relationship with God based on keeping the law. You 
may think that “the problem with the world is all the ‘bad people’”.  You are angry at people who 
hurt you. You’re the good one and yet things don’t seem to be going your way. You are so 
unhappy in your endless efforts to be right. Ask God for the courage to lay your deadly goodness 
down at Jesus’ feet. 


The child who understands the heart of the Father — on the road of relationship. You love to be 
connected to your generous Father. You receive His gracious, initiating love and long to be in daily 
relationship with Him. You long to do right things, not in order to gain God’s approval, but because 
He first loved you and made you right through Christ. 


